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JEN, the coolie, slept in a wall; there was a
damaged spot in it. a small hollow just big enough to
receive the bent body of the coolie. The advantages
of it were enormous. The recess was almost four feet
over the ground It protected from sudden torrents,
it also protected from being attacked, while asleep, by
hungry stray dogs or prowling pigs.

When as a child, lying on his back, his thin arms
outstretched and his lips open, he had slept on the
ground, he had suddenly woken up, a pig over him,
mad with hunger, which already had bitten off his
nose. Since then Jen was terrified to the point of
shivering spasms, to sleep on the ground. His father,
quite desperate about this fad, had given him a
thrashing. So Jen had run away.

He was then seven years old He helped the
members of the porters' guild in the docks to carry
loads, at small thefts and robberies. For that they
gave him rice and permitted him to sleep on high bales
and boxes. He was happy* But then the incident
with Li happened

Li did not belong to the guild of the porters. He
belonged to the guild of the cobblers. Jen did not
know why Li suddenly tried to carry loads. Probably
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